June 18, 2009

State Corporation Commission

Public Utilities Regulatory Division

P.O. Box 1197

Richmond, Virginia 23218

RE: Case Number PUE-2009-00043

Dear Sirs,

I am writing in reference to Case Number PUE-2009-00043, which is currently pending before the Commission.  I would like to voice my opposition to its "path" across Loudoun County. 


My concerns are as listed:

1. Objection to assertion of need.  Ten governors from the East Coast notified the Congress and the press on May 4, 2009 that they are opposed to the transmission of power from long distances to their respective states because it would deter developing their own renewable energy.  PATH would require more coal-fired power plants to be built and this would increase air and water pollution.  It would also escalate climate change by adding increased carbon dioxide emissions.

2. Not a GREEN alternative.  There are hundreds of thousand of tons of poison hurled into the air by existing coal plants.  These coal plants have avoided all enforcement efforts to curtail the poisons they cast into the atmosphere.  People within the tri-state area are unavoidably being exposed to this poison now.  The effects cannot be known immediately for everyone.  This is made worse because the wind currents flow to the east.  These poisons can not help but affect in unpredictable ways those who live in its path.  The rains wash these poisons onto our trees and into the aquifers from which we drink.  Children are more vulnerable and so are the aged members of our community.  These proposed power lines will guarantee that the existing toxic coal plants will continue to exist and continue to poison and additional plants will be built to match capacity.

3. Affected ratepayer.  The cost of PATH will increase our electric bills even though we receive no direct benefit.

4. Environmental impact.  The degradation of farmland, forest ridge tops, watersheds, birds, and wildlife will be directly impacted.  This would have long range detrimental environmental effects.  

5. Economic impact.  Families along the proposed route who use their land for agricultural income will be adversely affected.  The inability to continue their agriculture business on their property due to the easement, and the conditions which the easement would be maintained, would put great financial burden on them and severely limit their income potential.  

6. Community and County impact.  PATH would be detrimental to residents of Loudoun County and specifically the community in Lovettsville.  PATH will result in loss of Loudoun County's tax base, which will increase everyone's taxes and will continue to further erode the tax base.

7. Detrimental to tourism industry and jobs.  Loudoun County depends on tourism and these lines would be detrimental in this beautiful scenic area.  PATH would not attract tourists or bicyclist, but would destroy the scenic view sheds visitors come to enjoy.

Please consider these issues in making your decision and completely oppose the PATH project.  It is completely unacceptable to guarantee a 14% profit on a project, which solves an undocumented problem with the least efficient technology.  I request that you require AEP and Allegheny Energy to prove a need for this power and if that need is real, to build a modern, efficient power line in the area that the power is needed.  The high power lines they currently propose will reward AEP and Allegheny Energy with massive profits at the expense of my community.

Respectfully,
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