The Honorable Tim Kaine

Governor of Virginia

State Capitol

Richmond VA 23219

Dear Governor Kaine,

As residents of Loudoun County, we have sent letters to you expressing opposition to the PATH transmission line.  Many of us have received responses from your office, which we appreciate; however, our concerns regarding PATH appear to remain largely unaddressed.  We agree that "decisions about constructing any new power lines should be made here in Virginia, not by the federal government." But in fact there is momentum already in the PATH project:

· The Department of Energy has already established the National Interest Electric Transmission Corridor across this state, and the PATH applicants move forward with that in place without citizen input or adequate representation, and

· The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has granted PATH applicants all the financial incentives and extraordinary 14.3 % profits they sought for planning and building PATH. 

FERC gave this incentive-based rate treatment with no environmental impact statement (EIS), as required by the National Environmental Policy Act.  An EIS would:

· Validate the analysis of need for PATH (which is questionable given declining energy demand), 

· Assure consideration of cost-effective and more reliable alternative generation from renewable sources (such as the major resource of off shore wind), closer to east coast markets,

· Analyze the effects and opportunities of energy conservation policies already working, the far reaching and significant impacts of PATH's transmission line, the regional and global pollution effects of coal-fired generators (the John Amos plant is notoriously dirty), and the devastation caused by mountaintop coal removal that PATH’s coal providers will continue. 

Early this spring Allegheny and AEP will file their application to the Virginia State Corporate Commission (SCC) for its approval of PATH. Based on SCC’s past record, we have no confidence that they will require the impartial and comprehensive analysis of the PATH proposal that the federal government has already neglected.  We Virginians, affected by the proposal, strongly believe that the SCC must examine the fundamentally flawed premise that PATH is needed, given the lack of evidence that it will improve reliability, and the clear evidence that energy efficiency, wind and other renewable sources, natural gas and possibly nuclear options close to demand centers will better meet realistic future requirements.
The problem Virginia faces is that the 13-state PJM utility consortium has designed PATH as a major part of its Project Mountaineer to transfer thousands of megawatts of power from its low-cost and perhaps under utilized coal-generated power stations in West Virginia to the east coast. This power is not for Virginia.  Ironically, the east coast states seeking to reduce greenhouse gases and pollution from dirty plants in their region now prompt a massive production of pollution, destructive mountaintop coal removal, and greenhouse gases farther west. Neither those states nor the federal government have calculated the immense costs of this scheme, the increased reliability risks and wasteful leakage posed by the long transmission lines from the Ohio Valley, and the opportunities to meet their needs from sources close by.
We citizens of Virginia, as in the other states PATH will cross and harm, face being deprived of basic property and civic rights under the state and federal energy regulatory procedures now so biased toward the utilities.  With your action, however, steps can be taken to hear citizen needs and to obtain, analyze, and make public the information required to make informed decisions about this immense energy development and transmission scheme. 
We therefore respectfully request that you:
Hold a state public forum in Loudoun County and Frederick County in which knowledgeable representatives from PATH applicants must hear and address questions from citizens regarding the need for PATH, its impacts, and the alternatives available for bringing power to the east coast.  It is common knowledge that Allegheny is working hard to avoid such a public forum and the publicity it will generate. That is not a good reason to avoid having it.  Major public officials, including most importantly you, should attend as well.
Second, call for the PATH applicants to delay their application to the Virginia SCC until a comprehensive analysis of the PATH need, impacts and policy and technological alternatives (and their impacts) is undertaken and completed in cooperation with West Virginia and Maryland.  This study should be subject to tri-state design and oversight, involve relevant state agencies and universities and consultants, and it should be paid for, but in no way managed or controlled by the PATH utilities.  The study should be modeled after a federal programmatic environmental impact statement with public participation and comment.
If Virginia takes these initiatives it will respond reasonably to the magnitude of what PATH represents and to the needs of Virginians and all Americans for an energy policy suited to the 21st century and consistent with the new administration’s stated goals.

Sincerely,

